CHAPTER X
CASTE ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT

Caste is the'corner-stone of Hindu social organization. But
social differentiation does not end with caste. Barring a few,
like Saherias, almost every caste is divided into a number of en-
dogamous groups; at times these groups are further sub-divided
into those of a like nature ; and finally these sub-castes or sub-
sub-castes are split up into a number of exogamous sections. A
man owes allegiance not to the caste as such but to the endoga-
mous section or sub-section of it to which he happens to belong.
The persons with whom he can eat, drink, or smoke, or from
whose hands he can accept kachcha or pukka food are deter-
mined by this group. These general principles obtain among
the depressed classes whom we have studied.

It has been indicated in the previous chapter that connu-
bial and other restrictions are usually conterminous; for if two
groups can intermarry they can also eat and drink together. The
converse, however, is not always true. For instance, some inter-
marriages have, during recent years, occurred between Arakhs
and Pasis, but the members of these two castes will not smoke
from the same hukka.1 These matters have already been dis-
cussed elsewhere and need not be repeated. But the main
point to be noticed in this connexion is that it is the endo-
gamous group that prescribes certain rules of conduct for its
members and enforces them. Within this group the number of
restrictions on the liberty of the members is practically nil.

Sectional Names and Totemism

Amongst the depressed castes most of the sectional names,
especially those of endogamous sections, are local or occupa-
tional, but there also exist names that are associated with those
of the upper castes, A few examples of such names are:
Dakhinaha Chamar (hailing from west), Sikhari Bauris (from
Sikharbhum), Karati Namasudra (sawyers), Cheronkata Haris
(comb makers), Chamarwa Brahmins, Kahar Namasudra, A few

1 U, P. Census Report, 1931, Pt. I, p. 609,